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SUBJECT: MORNING SUMMARY OP SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 

1 . CONSPIRACY ARRESTS KEEP GUINEANS NERVOUS 

EMBASSY CONAKRY REPORTS THAT TENSION IS HIGH IN GUINEA IN 
THE WAKE OP NUMEROUS ARRESTS EOR ALLEGED CONSPIRACY AGAINST 
THE GOVERNMENT. SEKOU TOURE, IN AN EMOTIONAL SPEECH: 

-CLAIMED ARRESTED PIFTH COLUMNISTS DISCLOSED THAT THE 
CONSPIRACY WAS SUPPORTED BY FRANCE, THE ERG AND SOUTH 
APRICA WITH PINANCIAL AID PROM SENEGAL AND THE IVORY 
COAST AND ASSISTANCE PROM GABON AND ZAIRE; AND 

-DENIED THE ARRESTS WERE A VENDETTA AGAINST THE 
POULAH TRIBE. 
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EMBASSY COMMENT: EVEN THE MOST SENIOR MEMBERS OP THE GOV- 
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ERNMENT DREAD A MIDNIGHT KNOCK AT THE DOOR AND GUINEANS 
ARE AVOIDING SOCIAL CONTACT WITH WESTERN DIPLOMATS. THERE 
IS NO ALLEGATION OF US COMPLICITY. (LIMITED OFEICIAL USE) 
CONAKRY 1561, 8/5.) 

KEY VISIT TO ISRAEL 

2. SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIAL PAYS LOW-KEY VISIT TO ISRAEL 

EMBASSY TEL AVIV REPORTS THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER 
OE LABOR AND MINES VISITED ISRAEL IN LATE JULY TO DISCUSS 
COMMERCIAL MATTERS AND INCREASED MILITARY SALES. ACCORD- 
ING TO THE EMBASSY: 

-ISRAELI MEA AND SOUTH AERICAN EMBASSY CONTACTS WERE 
EAIRLY CLOSE-MOUTHED ABOUT THE VISIT-AN INDICATION 
OE THE SENSITIVITY AND IMPORTANCE BOTH ATTACH TO THE 
RELATIONSHIP. 

-THE VISIT WAS A RESULT OE AN AGREEMENT REACHED 
DURING VORSTER'S VISIT AND WILL BE RECIPROCATED BY 
THE ISRAELI MINISTER OE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: OUR REELING IS THAT THERE IS A GOOD DEAL 
GOING ON BETWEEN ISRAEL AND SOUTH AERICA, INCLUDING ARMS 
DISCUSSIONS, WHICH BOTH COUNTRIES EIND IT IN THEIR INTEREST 
NOT TO REVEAL. (CONFIDENTIAL) TEL AVIV 5386, 8/5.) 

3. THE ERENCH COMMENT ON TUNISIAN-!. IBY AN RELATIONS 

A QUAI OEFICIAL TOLD EMBASSY PARIS ON AUGUST 4 THAT THE 
ERENCH BELIEVE TUNISIA'S DEMARCHES ASKING EOR SUPPORT WERE 
MEANT TO TEST ITS ERIENDS. THE ERENCH, WHO HAD ALREADY 
DECIDED TO SEND SHIPS AND PLANES TO TUNISIA EOR BOURGUIBA'S 
BIRTHDAY, WERE DELIGHTED TO BE ABLE TO SHOW THEIR SYMPATHY 
SO PAINLESSLY. THE OEFICIAL ADDED THAT: 

-THE LIBYANS DELIVERED A DEMARCHE OBJECTING TO ERENCH 
SHIPS JOINING US AND EGYPTIAN SHIPS IN TUNISIAN WATERS. 

-A TUNISIAN WARSHIP SHOT AT A ERENCH TANKER ON AUGUST 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 195287 

3 OR 4, WOUNDING ONE SAILOR; THE ERENCH ARE CONVINCED 
IT WAS AN ACCIDENT BUT ARE AWAITING TUNISIAN EXPLANA- 
TIONS. (CONFIDENTIAL) PARIS 22677 (EXDIS), 8/5.) 

4. PANAMA: CASTRO VISIT UNLIKELY FOR NOW 

GENERAL TORRIJOS HAS DENIED REPORTS THAT EIDEL CASTRO WILL 
VISIT PANAMA IN THE NEAR EUTURE. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY 
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PANAMA, TORRIJOS WILL PRESUMABLY SEE CASTRO AT THE COLOMBO 
NAC SESSION AND THE SUBJECT OF A VISIT MAY ARISE. THE 
GENERAL IS AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT A VISIT WOULD BE ILL RE- 
CEIVED IN THE US, PARTICULARLY BEFORE THE ELECTIONS, AND 
THE EMBASSY DOUBTS HE WILL WISH TO COMPLICATE MATTERS IN 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) PANAMA 5453, 

8/5.) 

5. SINO-US TRADE 

CHINESE TRADE OFFICIAL LI CHUAN TOLD USLO PEKING THAT THE 
CURRENT DECLINE IN US EXPORTS TO THE PRC WAS ONLY A TEMPO- 
RARY SETBACK. ECHOING WHAT HAS BECOME A COMMON THEME, LI 
PREDICTED THAT TRADE WOULD INCREASE ONCE DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS WERE NORMALIZED. (CONFIDENTIAL) PEKING 1510 (LIMDIS), 

8/5.) HABIB 
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